SUPPLEMENT TO THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 


HER MAJESTY WEARING THE FULL-DRESS UNIFORM OF COLONEL-IN- 
CHIEF OF THE COLDSTREAM GUARDS: MR. EDWARD SEAGO’S FINE 
EQUESTRIAN PORTRAIT OF THE QUEEN. 

Majesty the Queen, painted by Mr. Edward Seago, 


I 
by the Coldstream Guards, and is now hanging in 
be exhibited at the Laing Art 


“ equestrian portrait of he 
R.B.A., was commissioned 
their Officers’ Mess at Chelsea Barracks. It is to 


the first week of July, when the Royal Show 
shows the Queen mounted on the 
number of occasions at 


Gallery, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, during 
in Newcastle. This fine portrait 


is to be held 
has ridden on a 


chestnut, Winston, which she 
the Trooping the Colour ceremony 
f Colonel Lo We. Gore-Langton. MBI 


famous 


Reproduced by courtesy o 
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NEVER PREVIOUSLY RECORDED BY THE CAMERA: THE COLOURFUL COUR 
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FIG. 1. FULLY ACCLIMATISED TO LIFE IN AN AQUARIUM T K: A MALE CUCKOO FIG. 2.) SHOWING THE NORMAL NON-BREEDING COLORATION AFTER 
WRASSE (L.1BRUS WIN TLS), SHOWING THE NORMAL COLORATION WHEN NOT BREEDING. SEVERAL MONTHS IN CAPTIVITY: A FEMALE CUCKOO WRASSE, WHICH 
THIS FISH WAS NEARLY A FOOT LONG, IS SMALLER THAN THE MALE. 


FIG. § CAICHING UP WITH THE FEMALE, THE MALE BITES AND WORRIES HER FIG. ¢ THE MALE'S COURTSHIP COLOURS ARE VIVID EXCEPT ON 

AS HE TRIES TO ATTRACT HER ATTENTION AND LEAD HER TO HIS NESI HEAD AND SHOULDERS, WHERE A STRANGE BLANCHING TAKES PLACE 
the Mediterranean to Norway, frequenting rocky coasts and feeding on crabs 
and other crustacea. Sea-anglers often take them and they are sometimes 
trapped in crab and lobster pots, which they enter for the bait and for the 
small crabs already within. The flesh of the Cuckoo Wrasse is little esteemed, 


There are tew more brilliantly coloured fishes to be found in British seas 
than the Cuckoo Wrasse Labrus mixtus). This species 1S almost always 
on show in the aquarium at Plymouth, where this remarkable series of colour 
photographs of the courtship of the Cuckoo Wrasse was taken by Dr. Douglas 
P. Wilson, who writes: ‘*A hundred years ago the Cuckoo Wrasse was also and the maximum length of the fish is about a foot. In the aquarium at 
commonly called the Cook Wrasse, and until about that time the two sexes Plymouth in April last year two males and three females shared the same 
had been regarded as distinct species. This is hardly surprising, for unlike tank Then in early May one of the males was found dead, all the indica- 
most British marine fishes the male and female are completely different in tions being that he had been killed by the surviving male. There had been 
their coloration Ihe male is yellow or orange with blue bands on head and instances before when a newly arrived male had been killed by one already 
body, the female pinkish with three black spots alternating with light-coloured in possession of the tank. On this occasion the triumphant male was showing 
patches on the back near the tail [his normal coloration is to be seen in especially vivid coloration and it was not long before it became evident that 
Fivs. | and 2; the colours are often more vivid in recently caught and physio- There appear to be no accounts of the breeding 
logically disturbed fishes, and after death, than in healthy specimens fully 
acclimatised to life in aquarium tanks. Cuckoo Wrasse are found all round 
our shores, being particularly common in the south-west; they range from 


he was in breeding condition. 

of the Cuckoo Wrasse and it is probable that it has not previously been observed. 

It was, therefore, with eager anticipation that further events were awaited 

During succeeding days nothing unusual happened until after about 6 p.m 
( 
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RTSHIP OF THE CUCKOO WRASSE OBSERVED IN AN AQUARIUM TANK. 


PRODUCING A SHALLOW DEPRESSION TO SERVE AS A NEST: THE MALE 
IN BREEDING CONDITION, LYING ON HIS SIDE AND VIGOROUSLY 
FLAPPING HIS TAIL TO WASH AWAY SAND. 
Continued. 
when on many, but not all, evenings during May the male would make a 
nest and endeavour to attract a female to it. The nest was a crude affair, 
merely a depression in the coarse sand formed by the male turning over on 
his side and flapping vigorously with his tail (Fig. 3), sending the sand flying 
until he had uncovered a small area of the slate floor of the tank. After making 
the nest the male, now highly excited, would repeatedly swoop at, chase and THE MALE WRASSE, RESPLENDENT IN BREEDING COLORATION, 
often bite the females (Figs. 4 and 5), going from one to another as each in ; A FEMALE, WHICH IS ALSO MORE BRIGHTLY COLOURED THAN 
turn only made efforts to avoid his attentions. It seemed that the females, DURING THE NON-BREEDING MONTHS. 
( 


mtinued belov 
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THE MALE IN COURTSHIP DISPLAY f > FEMALE, IN BREEDING DRESS, WITH THE MALE ABOVE HIsS 
JERKILY NEST SHI AY FOR SEVERAL MINUTES, BUT DID NOT LAY ANY EGGS 


FIG. 7. POISED ABOVE HIS NEST 
SPREADS HIS FINS AND SWIMS SLOWLY AND 

( t wed 
although in brighter dress than usual, were not quite ready to spawn, although and biting the females, although during the latter activity it was not always 
on a number of occasions after being attacked one would follow the male fully developed (Figs. 4 and 5). The blanched area embraced the tront portion 
to his nest. When this happened his attack ceased and he appeared to be of the dorsal fin (Fig. 3), but the blanching extended only a little way up the 
wildly excited and, with all fins fully spread, and his colours more vivid than fin membrane (Figs. 6, 7 and 8). So severely were the females bitten and 
ever, he would display himself to her |Figs. 7 and 8) with strange sideways marked by the male that they had eventually to be rescued and transferred 
jerkings of head and shoulders, continuing thus so long as the female was to other tanks. Now and again one would be returned in the hope that she 
near him. Unfortunately she soon lost interest on each occasion and swam had in the meantime reached maturity and would spawn, but none did. All 
» would go back breeding activity ceased in June, when drastic cleaning measures had to be 
undertaken to clear the tank of fish-lice.’’ Dr. Wilson, whose photographs 
bservations on the courtship of Cuckoo Wrasse appear on these pages, 


iway, immediately to be attacked once more; sometimes sh 
again, but never at any time was there shedding of eggs or milt. The most 
unexpected and astonishing feature of this courtship display was the appearance and ob 
on the head and shoulders of the male of a large whitish patch (Figs. 6, 7 is a professional marine biologist who has been engaged tor many years on 
and 8). Here at the height of excitement the normal striping remained only research work at the world-famous Plymouth Laboratory of the Marine 
faintly visible. During the day this blanched area was scarcely discernible Biological Association He has long been regarded as an _ outstanding 
from the area of skin immediately surrounding it, but blanching would take photographer of living marine animals, and a number of his photographs 


place while the male was nest-making | Fig. 3) and in the excitement of chasing have appeared in Th: IIlustrated London Neu 
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A FRANKISH PRINCE’S HELMET OF 1350 YEARS AGO: THE MAGNIFICENT MORKEN HELMET, OF GILT BRONZE WITH AN 
ELABORATE FRIEZE, RECENTLY DISCOVERED IN A LARGE TOMB WEST OF COLOGNE. 


As a result of large-scale surface coal-mining in Western Germany to the plates, linked by oval bronze plates, also gilded and richly decorated. Under 
west of Cologne, the village of Morken was due to be destroyed, including these, iron plates are riveted; and several sword dents show that the helmet, 
the church ot St. Martin. Beneath this church, as described by Dr. K. though richly ornamental, was worn in battle. The boss at the top no 
Boehner elsewhere in this issue, the large tomb of a Frankish chieftain doubt originally carried a coloured plume. On the frieze at the base of the 
was discovered, the most notable among the grave goods being the helmet helmet is a series of designs in relief: human heads between lion-like 
reproduced above. It dates from about A.b 600 and it is probably of monsters, and a grape-vine design with little birds. The actual height of 
Northern Italian workmanship. The tramework consists of six bronze the helmet is 7{ ins. (20 cm.), and the chain mail neck-guard is modern. 


hkrom a colour photograph by ul Habherey 





